
When asked if she likes living in the 
house she grew up in, Angela  reacts, ªI 
want to move out!º  Then quickly 
giggles.

Dazalia tells a story typical of Angela's 
infectious personality. Dawn (a fellow 
house mate) was crying because, one 
Friday her mom had to cancel. Angela 
urged her to be more understanding 
and coaxed her through her tears. 
Dawn felt better and went down stairs 
to watch a movie. 

Ask Angela about her family and she 
will talk nonstop about the babies in 
her family, mentioning birthdays and 
names. Between each statement is a 
laugh or comment to make one smile.

As our sta• knows, individuals with 
disabilities, like Angela, often are the 
greatest teachers. Thank you, Angela, 
for simply being you. 

ªThere's never a dull moment with her,º 
says Dazalia, AssistantManager at the 
George Shebitz residence. 

Prior to Angela's mother's passing, she 
was placed in a nursing home and, for 
18 months thereafter, attended AABR's 
Day Program at St. Pascals. Up until that 
time, Angela had lived her entire life 
with her mother in the same house. 
Concerned that the house would be 
torn down after being sold, Angela's 
family decided to sell it to an agency 
like AABR. ªMy grandfather built that 
house,º Virginia, Angela's sister recalls. 
After renovations, AABR's then Execu-
tive Director, Christopher Weldon, told 
Virginia's other sister Victoria, that he 
would try to place her in the house.

Angela encourages. She laughs. She 
jokes. On her right hand, she wears a big 
ring with twenty-six glittering stones, a 
gift from Rosetta, one of AABR's Direct 
Care Professionals (DCP). ªShe gave it to 
me because I won an award,º says 
Angela. 

On April 23rd, The Queens Council on 
Developmental Disabilities honored 
Angela at their Celebrating Success 
ceremony. Despite the fact that she is 
"ghting a terminal illness, Angela's color-
ful personality sparkles as much as her 
ring.

ªAngela is a "re,º says Rosetta. ªShe's 
always saying things to make you laugh.º  
Rosetta refers to Angela as  ªspunky,º ªa 
classy lady,º and ªfull of life.º 
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